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On the initiative of the Hon’ble Prime Minister, India became the newest
member of the Minerals Security Partnership (MSP) during his recent visit
to the USA. India and USA pledged to hasten bilateral collaboration to
secure resilient critical minerals supply chains through enhanced technical
assistance and greater commercial cooperation and exploration of additional
joint frameworks as necessary.

 

Hon’ble Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Coal and Mines Shri Pralhad Joshi
released the first report on Identification of Critical Minerals for India  on
28th June, 2023 in an official event at New Delhi. For the first time, a
comprehensive list of 30 critical minerals for the country has been prepared
after detailed assessment and consultations with experts from academia,
industry and stakeholders based on several factors.  

 

The 5th Governing Body meeting of the National Mineral Exploration Trust
(NMET) was held on 28 th June, 2023 under the chairmanship of Shri
Pralhad Joshi, Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Coal & Mines. Since
its inception in 2015, NMET has funded 295 projects amounting to Rs.2045
crore. 11 mineral concessions of projects funded by NMET have been
auctioned, generating revenues of Rs.1,69,655 crore.

 

The National Training Conclave 2023 was inaugurated by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, on 11.06.2023, at Convention Centre,
ITPO, Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. During the conclave, the Geological
Survey of India Training Institute (GSITI) has been accorded an
accreditation certificate (NABET).

 

As part of the AKAM 2.0 celebrations, in the month of June, 2023, 38
different events were organized in which HCL organized 12 Wellness
(AYUSH) Camps at different locations, GSI conducted 14 popular day-long
events under the theme “Cultural Pride” at various Geo-heritage sites
spread across the country and JNARDDC/NALCO conduted 12 events
related to scrap recycling, waste management and sustainable
development. 

 

Secretary (Mines) participated in the session on 'India Africa Partnership to
Harness Critical Minerals' held on 15th June, 2023 during 18 th Edition of CII-
EXIM Bank Conclave on India - Africa Growth Partnership.
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The Index of mineral production for the month of May, 2023 was 128.1,
which is 6.4% higher as compared to the level in the month of May, 2022.

 

The Ministry of Mines is proposing to make amendments in the Minerals
(Other than Atomic and Hydro Carbons Energy Mineral) Concession Rules,
2016 (MCR, 2016) on the issue of incidence of double royalty due to
inclusion of royalty in the calculation of Average Sale Price (ASP). In
pursuance of the Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy (PLCP)
comments/suggestions have been invited from the general public, State
Governments and Union Territories, Mining Industry Stake-holders, Industry
Associations and other persons and entities concerned on the draft
amendment of the MCR, 2016 on the issue of royalty on royalty vide Notice
dated  02.06.2023.

 

State Governments continue to use District Mineral Foundation ( DMF) funds
to combat COVID-19, wherein Rs.1510.51 crore has been spent till
31.05.2023 (monthly expenditure in May, 2023 is Rs. 0.04 cr.). The latest
position of funds utilization by the States up to 31.05.2023 is Annex.

 

Since the amendment of MMDR Act, 1957 in 2015, a total of 273 mineral
blocks have been auctioned till 30.06.2023 across 11 States. Further, 3  new
NITs for Base metal & Associated Minerals and Base metal have been
issued for the State of Rajasthan in the month of June, 2023.

 

Pradhan Mantri Khanij Kshetra Kalyan Yojna ( PMKKKY) is being
implemented through the funds collected under District Mineral Foundation
(DMF) and till May, 2023, Rs.78,540.32 cr. was collected (monthly collection
in May, 2023, Rs.1209.14 cr.). Till May, 2023, Rs.70,599.61 cr. stands
allocated and Rs.42,743.44 cr. has been spent. Total 2,76,889 projects
have been sanctioned under the scheme and out of them, a total of 1,51,903
projects have been completed so far.

 

4th meeting of the Joint Working Group (JWG) between India and
Mozambique under the MoU on cooperation in the field of Mineral
Resources was held on 06.06.2023 in Ministry of Mines, Shastri Bhawan.

 

Secretary (Mines) chaired 30 th meeting of the Executive Committee (EC) of
National Mineral Exploration Trust (NMET) held on 06.06.2023 at GSI,
Central Headquarters, Kolkata in hybrid mode. DG, GSI, and other senior
officials of the Ministry and GSI also attended the meeting. A total of rupees
1639.69 lakhs has been sanctioned for 14 nos. of projects.
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3rd Round of India-Australia Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
Agreement (CECA) negotiation was held from 05 th to 16th June, 2023. With
reference to   “Critical Minerals" Track one session was held on 07.06.2023
through virtual mode.

 

A Delegation from Mozambique comprising Mr Elias Xavier Félix Daudi –
Director General of INAMI, commenced the first round of meeting with Team
of Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM) at IBM-Headquarter on 08.06.2023.

 

2nd meeting of the JWG between India and Bolivia under the MoU for
cooperation in the field of Geology and Mineral Resources was held on
09.06.2023 through virtual mode.

 

An Indian delegation led by Joint Secretary, Ministry of Mines attended the
‘DRC Mining Week Expo & Conference’ held at Lubumbashi, Congo from
14th to 16th June, 2023.

 

Review of the progress of Potash Exploration in the Nagaur-Ganganagar
Basin, with the officers of GSI & MECL was done on 21.06.2023 through
video conferencing.

 

IBM at its Headquarters has recently commissioned one of its, largest Data
Centers with capacity of 131 Terabytes. This capacity augmentation will
help IBM in meeting its workload demands with improved efficiency.

 

A one-day workshop on “Filing Star-rating Template; Annual /Monthly
Returns; Submitting Drone Data and Mining Plan Document on MPAS
portal” was organized by Jabalpur Regional Office on 09.06.2023. About 30
officials from the Industry participated in the workshop.

 

A bilateral meeting with delegation of United Kingdom led by Ms. Christina
Scott, Acting High Commissioner of United Kingdom was held on
21.06.2023 in the Ministry of Mines.

 

Another bilateral meeting with Mr. Barry O'Farrell AO, High Commissioner of
Australia was held on 23.06.2023 in the Ministry of Mines.

 

Online web VC mode refresher training Session was conducted for the
Miners under the jurisdiction of Gandhinagar, RO, IBM on 23.06.2023 for
online uploading of Drone/Satellite Data on Drone Data Management
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System. The common doubts related to Login password, User id, file types
and Name of the Zip File to be uploaded etc. Around 54 participants
attended the session.

 

Un-manned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) survey related activities: A register of
receipt of drone/ satellite data submitted by the lessees under rule 34A of
MCDR 2017 is being maintained at IBM.  As on 30th June, 2023 total 110
mining leases/blocks data was received.  The Registration module of MTS is
being checked for fetching boundary pillar co-ordinates of the leases.
Boundary layers for 41 Leases completed. Total data validated as per SOP:
25 Nos. And validated data sent to RO’s for further action. Action is being
taken to create GIS layers, through Mining Plan Data/ the boundary pillar
co-ordinates of the auctioned blocks & leases, for comparison with
drone/satellite data.

 

IBM carried out 90 inspections (under MCDR/ MP/Other references) during
the month of June, 2023. As per the dashboard of Mining Plan (Including
Mining Plan, Review of Mining Plan & Modification of Mining Plans), during
the year 2023-24 at the beginning of June, 2023, 136 Mining plans
(Including Mining Plan, Review of Mining Plan & Modification of Mining
Plans) were under processing and 34 Mining Plan Applications were
received during the month of June, 2023 (136+34=170). Out of these 170,
during June, 2023, 36 mining Plans were approved, 07 were not approved,
02 Plans were withdrawn by the parties and 125 Mining Plans were under
processing at the end of the month.

 

IBM completed 2 Full Scale Ore Dressing Investigations (ODI), 1948
Chemical Analysis and 305 Mineralogical Examinations in the month of
June, 2023. Cumulatively up to June, 2023, IBM carried out 10.75 Ore
Dressing Investigations, 4932 Chemical Analysis and 748 Mineralogical
Examinations.

 

Till June, 2023, IBM organized 03 training programmes in which 71 IBM and
127 Industry personnel participated and revenue of Rs.11,43,000/- was
generated. 

 

In commemoration of International Yoga Day (21.06.2023), Ministry of Mines
and its Field Formations organized a drive that witnessed participation of
yoga enthusiasts among its officials in an early morning congregation at the
Bureau’s premises.

 

Ministry of Mines vide Order dated 01.06.2023 issued directions under
Section 20A of the Mines and Minerals (Development & Regulation) Act
1957 to all State Governments, to dispose the minerals (except the minerals
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prescribed under Part A and Part B of the First Schedule of the Act)
obtained in any public work, such as road, canals, pond digging or any other
government infrastructure development projects carried out by any
Government Agency authorized to do so by the Central or State
Government.

 

Activities and highlights of National Aluminium Company Limited (NALCO) &
Hindustan Copper Limited (HCL), CPSEs under Ministry of Mines are as
under:

 
NALCO

Smelter has achieved cast metal production of 39,914 MT in the month of
May, 2023, which is highest for the month of May, surpassing the previous
highest of 39,565 MT in May, 2022.

CPP has achieved cumulative net power generation of 1,167.03 MU up to
the month of May, 2023, which is highest cumulative up to the month of May
in any year. The previous highest is 1,166 MU in FY 2011-12.

Second Highest ever total metal sale of 74,226 MT up to the month of May,
2023. The previous highest is 80,712 MT up to May, 2022 in FY 2022-23.

According to the results taken on record in the 342 nd meeting of the Board
of Directors, the company has recorded stellar performance in FY 2022-23,
achieving highest ever revenue from operations of Rs. 14,255 Cr since
inception, an increase of 5.2% compared to Rs.14,181 Crore achieved in FY
2021-22.

NALCO recorded net profit of Rs 1, 544.49 Cr in the FY 2022-23.

 

Higher input costs coupled with a challenging global business environment,
supply-demand and market volatility, impacted NALCO’s profit margins as
expected despite the fact that, the company has registered considerable
growth in several fronts in the Financial year like, best ever annual
Aluminium cast metal production of 4.60 Lakh T and Metal sales of 4.64
Lakh T.

HCL

Ore &MIC Production of Malanjkhand Copper Project (MCP) for the month
of June, 2023 is 109% & 104% of the target.

HCL has applied for the Stage-I Forest Clearance over remaining 98.932 ha
forest area within Rakha Mining Lease on 02.06.2023 which in turn was
accepted by MS, PSC (Project Screening Committee), Jharkhand on
14.06.2023 and subsequently deliberated on 27.06.2023. PSC instructed to
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provide some additional information which is under preparation.

Mine Developer & Operator (MDO) Stake Holder Conference in relation to
the MDO Contract of Rakha Mines was held on 12.06.2023 at Kolkata.

Further to the Update regarding the Surda Mine - CF, Jamshedpur
forwarded the query to DFO, Jamshedpur on 09.06.2023 which in turn was
intimated by DFO, Jamshedpur (status of NoC of District Commissioner
(DC) under Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006) to HCL on 14.06.2023. Till date,
consent of 04 villages has been submitted to SDO and consent for 01
village is awaited.

Hindustan Copper Limited won “The ASSOCHAM Business Excellence
Award for Smart Waste Management Initiative” of the Year at the Indian
Mining and Minerals Conclave held in Kolkata on 30.06.2023.

CMD, HCL, Director (Operations) and Director (Finance) along with Senior
Officers of HCL attended the meeting held with the “Committee of Public
Undertaking” at New Delhi on 26.06.2023 for discussion regarding the Audit
Para No. 6.1 of C&AG Report No. 14 of 2021 pertaining to Hindustan
Cooper Limited (HCL).

HCL has set a target of conducting 80 nos of wellness camp under AKAM
during the period March 2023-August 2023. Against the set target of 80
camps, 50 nos of wellness camps have been conducted as on date.
Extensive Campaigns were done to enhance the outreach of the
programme. Due care has been taken to engage AYUSH practitioners for
healing services and to ensure that all the AYUSH protocols are
demonstrated in Wellness (AYUSH) Camps. AYUSH Doctors provided free
consultation and counselling to the patients in the camps. Free medicines
were also distributed at these Camps. Around 3066 beneficiaries have
attended the camp and received benefit. Report and photographs on
Wellness camp have been uploaded in AKAM portal under Theme 2.0
“Health and Wellness” and HCL Social Media.

Kendadih Mining Lease over 1139.60 ha was valid till 02.06.2023. The
application for extension of ML period was already submitted on 16.03.2022.
The application was queried by DMG, Ranchi raised a query on 09.06.2023,
the reply to the query was submitted on 13.06.2023. At present, the
application is lying with DMG, Ranchi.

The Amnesty Scheme was availed by Khetri Copper Complex, Rajasthan
over the dispute raised upon the Land Tax and Entry Tax which is now
resolved between the Government of Rajasthan and HCL. 
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S.
No.

Name of
State

DMF fund
available as

on 28th March
2020 (Rs.in

crore)

DMF fund
available as

on 31st March
2021 (Rs.in

crore)

Cumulative amount
spent on activities

related to COVID-19
since 28 Mar 2020 (Rs.

in crore)

1 Andhra
Pradesh

623.12 278.68 139.79

2 Assam 77.5  - 0.65
3 Bihar 84.5  - 0
4 Chhattisgarh* 1190.04 1707.59 106.41
5 Goa 187.89  - 30.53
6 Gujarat 153.52 83.68 26.23
7 Haryana 20.24  - 0

8 Himachal
Pradesh

135.66  - 0.43

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annexure
 Expenditure Report for COVID-19 – DMF funds

Till May, 2023
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9 Jharkhand 2056.85  - 22.85
10 Karnataka 1281.64 1211.64 204.72
11 Kerala 2  - 0

12 Madhya
Pradesh

1297.65 1185.56 9.24

13 Maharashtra 687.99  - 59.5
14 Odisha 3274.18 6418.9 475.57
15 Punjab 26.16  - 0.65
16 Rajasthan 2020.08 2625.28 60.03
17 Tamilnadu 98.93 99.6 17.92
18 Telangana$ 1001.2  - 334.08

19 Uttar
Pradesh

383.22 423.22 11.29

20 Uttarakhand 74.39 110.62 10.16
21 West Bengal 17.7  - 0.46

Total 14694.46 14144.77 1510.51
Note: Total balance available in DMF as on 28 March is 14694.47 cr. and
30% of this comes as approx. 4408 cr.
$ As per D.O.No.7/2/2020-MIV, dated 28.03.2020 Rs 334.08 crore from 19
districts has been transferred to Chief Minister's relief fund.
* Chhattisgarh reported correction in COVID19 reporting in January, 2023 for
districts Bijapur (5.14 cr. reduced to 2.53 cr.) and Korea (7.66 cr. reduced to
2.63 cr.)
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