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CICREIEE]
ST
e faeetY, 30 S[TE, 2026

ar. &1/, 686(37).— FT T, vae &7 " (Fww i AfFage) sfafq=w, 2002

(2003 T 17) & &7 35 i IT-LTT (2) F GT (7), T 28 =l IT-GTT (3) AT gTT 34 T IT-eTT (2)
T Y& ATTRAT &1 YART ®d gu, Mafarted Hee a9 g, sreaiq—

1. " AT S WS- (1) =7 et 7 @ferm 9w sraae g =wfas arfea @1 =mfata Faw, 2026
2l
(2) T fA=w 1 3RTEd, 2026 T 79 gl
2. IFCATNTE.- (1) =7 =t |, ST 7o 36 g2sT & v sruferg 7 2, -
(F) "sfAtTy" 7 sryae o7 gibe (e s @) st 2002 (2003 &1 17) At ;

(@) “FrrEtRuTEE dteEm” & atafaaw i gy 28 f 7 (3) F wefiw e Fe ataer,
Ffa g,

@) " & v e s € S AR afeeR W seer & =ty § o stafRee
FT T 34 T ITATT (1) F ref17 orfier TRty o THeT T 2T g
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(%T) "erdTer ST 7 STfaraa T 9y 34 i ITLwT (1) F srefi= s st 1t 2;
(3.) "TET" T = R F G A T A0 €
(=) "sr=" 7 ey v g 28 fi sTam (3) ® Ay s aftiva g e
() "SI | T AT 3 AT e ST A 2l
(2) I orsat ST gET F, ST =4 AT § W & o afvefua 99 g, e afarfaas 7 afvarfoa 2, 3=t
o g, ST 3k arfarfeem § 2
3. ferrra.— et TwTe gIT Wifeeha et srferery, sferfaar £ amer 28 &t ITemT (1) ¥ srefiw
et oft Seere =T fAaherar Y ariE & ARt afawrd # awT 1§, saseiE = § 91 wfie 9

T gfgd oY IRET % THIT & 97 AT ARKTT &9 7, d9 99 hil qafd & Jiae FOewmaa = #T
qHaT gl

FTHFT— =0 o F e # o, e 4 % st (1) ¥ 9 (@) @i e 11 8, e
" FT AT A FIEIT ST ST TAAT STATRIRT AFEfaae, 2000 (2000 FT 21) Fr €T 2 % ITIH (1) F
EERGERERIRIRIES

4, 5= wAT.—(1) 7w (3) F srefie et Sootae a7 fkerar &t #rg farserara s 29 9%, =rmfaiE
FTERTET, 39 =Af<F 1 T&T 2 § Jifed ST &, Aifew § AR safyr F fiae (@ Titew f anfia &
AT | U5g T | F7 71 i) FHTLT TAqTT HI Higl STUIT [oh I (g ST F41 7 %0l S0

(2) Su-FF=w (1) F TefiT TAF AeH & IHF T FHAT €T T 07 TT Ieetod il THd F Jo@ AT
ST

(3) TH =T<h GIRT 30X WA 9%, FATAATEE ATIFET = 7g 1T g & = gt A1fey, T a8 39 Ah
=1, Sreen faeg Frdarat &t Tl g o U T sraeash o= =3fnal &, Sivg i &9 F I7 386 g1T
TR ®F § TTehd TAA1er & ATeaH &, qlied | T &l T qig & ITRAT g il AaeqHhal g, T=T
3 | FqIfEH AT HAM:

TR AT IR & ATEAH F ULT ZI o0l AT af ST

(4) gaTs # form AT ai &1 =i Afewet 39 6 &, SeT @eg frare! fif ST &l v
3ITF gTeeha Sfafafar &1, I g o U SoerEw a1 fAwerar qur afafeaw % 39 Iudy F e ®
FaTa, e dag § Ieerae AT ST st )

(5) ATATATT SATEHTLT UH G TAT AT ATAIAF AR 0 UH TSt T 1T TEIT FLA HT ATHL
=T, Sovg a8 1= & e T 98 o7 7fT sraeds gy, v gaars Rl onr i ardg a9 TR & ST
TR (TIH qTE | Teag o % Fa< i Afereray 9 arat a) i VAT 9187 o d 9807 - = oraeh
AT et |reT sAferfaam, 2023 (2023 FT 47) % STST AT ITAT Hd 6 (o7 qTET q1 g

(6) T FIE ATE ¥ HETed SAT<h AUTAT T H ATAAIAE ATIRTE F TH AATS o6 (o7 HFq qE
U IUTRAT B H Al TEar 8, IUHAT FAT ¢ T IURAT 19 & AR FIdT g, a7 ag ATHierrerd wreon
afgd UF =t i e § = F A9 27 T

(7) =fe iAo At % aHer Yo qa a1ed 9¥ A= #39 9%, 98 =9 97 °§ §qC g1 97aT g & =t
7 Ieerad A7 fawear it g, a7 ag w6 # Ay Frai & e § w@d gu fofaa sreer g, a8
FaAT ¥ fafafdy anfea srfgrfoa wam

(8) ST (7) F 3reh= fFw w10 weask seer O srfarfeary o Iuee, ek orefi|r s=Tw o Ry sreram
HohaT FaeT ATee & Reee T9m od AfAfey B STusr e deae § Sease 367 T3T g a7 8% g0
& oI AW Tied ATITIT FTA o FILUT FT FOEATOT FRAT STUT

(9) == TF=w = arefie Forr 137 sraer T Ua 9 qAT FrdaTar s v T Tiag7 foerEdsar a9 e &
oo & ST, e g St 67 Tt ofh
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(10) =TT ATAFET, IT AE Tl Sreeh Gwg = & T2 o, 1 A1 THT FT 6 JE 9 B8
I % A< FTaTel T FHT

(11) == =T % 1efi= ST Artew a7 aneer 99 # & ot v Tfq & 39 =af~e &t aufier i sofy, [
g ST= &t 91 T 8, Tata—

() 3| ==k a7 39 Frtersa stafafer v g a7 [t #ww=r

(@) TH TIFIE T F AT IS0 HiZT T T 3fT TR F THT F q7 AT 396 WAy
AT AT 38 AT 7 FRamer T 3 o9 9% 99T A7 39 €A U gl a8 SAa9rd wedT 97 a7
FPITT &9 | FTF AT 9T T AT F forw ifam s B o v S 47

() =fz =7 @ (F) 1 (@) F Fefia Aty B §F G & Tife arfia 780 6t S a6t g v 39
AT F aredt Zzars A1 T o=y At wanr aw 3w R sroar siet a8 At w@ar g 4w
S| AT HaTe FTAT AT IT SHTET FLAT AT AT AT €T 8 FH1T HLAT AT T ATH g F1 AT
o

5. iR i wH RgiRa #@ a9 9= § W@ a0 S — FEA0TgE AT, afea v 7w &7
Rrgior F2a aa, Raferfaa @+t a1 37# & et St S 980 9 F 019 @, Tq—

(F) TTRAT Teeft srfersrme o Mawt a1 Meaet oiie ot & o= Y& 4 ° B a7 Iecta i 7,
(T) ITAHT F TTH AT ATHATH AT ATH 3T SHbT T, ST AT ATAT ST 7o,

() Seerare 1 TAeradt THfa AT araf;

(%) SoET T STATe;

(z.) T ==f=r % faeg wrarE it 7 8 s e saqaren R,

(

(

(

(

) FAT I TTHATF, THA AT AT 3,
) FAT I A HI A Sieh HT [dT AT 4T,
) AT I F Hls TATALINT AT, FLEAT W, TSI+ 2l AT FLH1L I A< 2T ot dhetl &

) ALHRTLT TIEAT * STIASTSH AT e o [AHeTdT o HTL0T a2 T &T9T; a7

(3) TS T FET HILT
6. gferg Maem.- (1) w4 ¥ siafae Y a1 & gra gu, stferfaam it gy 28 & srefie freft Soctem ar
fareraT & Haer | et Sth & fawg Fs A1 ST T IT I Jal Tl SO, Jfe UET At aqaHr 9
fafafae =aw Fw &1 AT F2ar g &7 ghwar gaet st & [Aaat a1 Regat o odf % e
T, T AT T 4 % el TT | T T 1= 6 TRl 7 =207 o 09 AT ol &

uiq Afs =AE = au & qaty F g o aw T sfas qhrar g4t sfemr F 39§ Ffaw an
TRererdT 37T oTdT T Ioered HLAT g df 36 9| % ITael AN Agl givl
TIEIHIT- TH IAAIH 6 TS (o0, "sqgH=t § ey = e 8 [Aeteted st gom, -

() EiohaT "t ATeERTe % Fawi 77 Mgt o7 odi & Seaad @l *datd 4, ™ad RAre 71 g=er

TEQd FA i qaATaty ARiEE wa €, TH Ieead & FEaear aF aqgeEt § g7+ &9 F o

e @&m % I8 & FaEn

(T) 7T o= o AIHAT |, AT § e @ 6t #iw § BiRfee =@aw @

(2) IUHIH (1) F SIS & orw, o =ik T Ioaaq 6T g, 98 ARy 9993 & 99 § =aEorias
ATARTL o THET AT Bl HT—

(F) Ioere T AT oreeh o0 sraas wree 36T o7 ¥ ¢, Soar=d & |ag § YT A7fed qied, I

FE 2,
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(@) = % Sooae % TATaad] T T U1 T AR T IHh GHAT H TEqTaet 6l U i,
K8

@) St (1) F A T STHT F T T99-97

(3) =AU srferrt SufRay (2) F 7t smaes wTe g & Uvag o % fiaw, smees & sufaaa (1)
& eI T STHT A & (o0 gi=d H)

(4) smae® IU-FAF7 (3) F TeNT AT % Uag AT F frae TH STHT FIUIT ST T STHT g F JedTae
U FATAROTT STTEeRTT |7q &t o fiq¥ THTI Sraer ST T ¥ 356 Ioataq & gae § fheft =aiwn
¥ faeg e T ALA TGT T SATUIAT AT AT Tl TET SATUIAT

7. farpTaa & sawer .— (1) Ff AT st #5178 B & 41 var wdhiq gar g % e At w
et Forelt forpmara u= o= AT S|k Afeee & 981 ¢, @7 98 UH FI00 &l foffed 9 Sfsfofad sk

Y forwraeat T g=aT a@e, U forwmra i st &t aie @ deg A F fiae wmeer # gataa
AT ATIFET AT AT T T

(2) =TI ROTTE AT S UET JTHEAT Siafid (oha1 37 8, S SHT =907 | 1 FET0T 5| 9307 9%
HTHAT I srated T 1 2l

8. .- (1) I ATE ST ATATAUTAF SATEHRTLT LT AT AT F ATAT § AT a8 T=T 4 | I qaer =l
T T A & d19 T &7 sata & sfiaw, Ses Gwg s wrea 6t 7€ 2, sTiier JieEm &7 i
HTEA FT THRdT 2

(2) T T ARATAT =Tt AT greT ATSTAT ATed 6T T HT 9 A9 Td T Iy
T STHT 81 ¥ T g1 a8 a A9 TZ0 Aot [o6dT ST

(3) T & AT ATIROTTAF ATEFRTET F AT FT T TAT RO TAT I 2T HT fFaLor e har
StToTT, S5k fawg ordier 1 1< g, Srdier 7 ST a7 TSI i FETd g1 1 3o g7l

(4) srdteTefl g w=g a7 o €9 § 999 §7 F IaEa 39+ TaHid gRT #ffe 9% a6 3
TG % THTUT o AT AT Il (e HTEAH & IS 0l ST Tl

(5) AT TS ST, STier ITTARTT o |Her YT g a7l fad T BIel HIHT S0

(6) AT ST T IT A A< H Tl q12 AT 7, AT IH T 7 fordT ST & Ffe srfier qfeqor
qTE SATAT &, T T TTfErawrey A & o § it &1 gfea Fa ofiw 3% Ugg e & fiaw qfe 1 3=
LA T ST T AT ATS AT = qoAmater & Saw UE i F g FA § [@Gwa Tgar g, ar e
TTTEERTET Siraer ETeT &Y forferd & srfsrforfaa o & UHY ot &l USiiehd e § SHE T gadT g 3T
FAATAT 7 &7q o7 7 srater  fiaw UHT sTeiapta ¥ Fi=ra HT 9T 8l

(7) Thier TR 219 9%, srdrer arfareTy staaret &1 ofier 7 v gy Jrfed F arer Gorm Sed 39w
FUAT Y T T Fg srdier arferamr g Mo srater & ofiqw, srdier 9% sroer s e faw & st &
sty % fia T w3

(8) AT SATRTT &9 F AT T Tz Go{sheor T TiaTe % THT0T 3 | T Soha 19 Wregq® & faar o
AT 2

(9) erdTer TTTerahT<T =TT ATEHT T FAATEr & HaTdd AT HITAT TRl g
(10) STTer ITFERTRY, STl o T ol AT T SAAHT o o TAT, T THEId <9 T FHT|
(11) srdrer FTfersrTeT srdfier st arera & |78 oAt % Jiae rfier 1 Aoem wom

(12) ortfea & Hft T 3roram S TuTeq FA A 9T H IU-fw (2) F arefiw swv v € ot =
et wrfarerT< 3 emeer % 915 fom F ofiae araw & & st

9. GHATAMY FEHT.— ATAMIE At a1 srfier yrferery, sfaferfaa fro o ot afgq, set
FILATS F § Toea A7 Frhear & o o e 2T g 37 Gty qIedi & STSAeIsH AT ThAhT (ahelar 7
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HILT T TSI . AHTYTL

5

a9 7, T, e a1 o= HEtaa TS wed wd & (ou = Aae § A G sat w1
Afersna s Toof fad o sTexefia UHT srafer & aar gt g, o a8 girg a7

10. smaer AR sTfRaEnt Y STHT FET— (1) =7 [t F 1efie woue seer ux ardg sifha grRft, geareafia
ST AT AT TR T Gr=ra AT ST

(2) =7 =T & qefie ofRd F =9 § ager i 72 qudt iy, area v @tea [Afe 7 s i ot

11. AFATST AL P GrAeT.— el TR A FIAT 6 THATSTAT ST SATATAT il oA [+ T&T & 2T
Faft, o e anfee 8, srafa—

() AITEH ST =T HATL T AT,

T) forsTaa, Arerad, 3T, AT T UH =T TEATAS FT TEAHLT T FHISA FHIAT,
) AT SFATAFHTLT ST T ATTAFRLN FRT A GAATS T HATA,

o) FATAAOITE FTAHRTE ST ST TTIAHTLT oF qHey ATl s #fa &1 wefda & r;
T.) FATAATTAE AT Y srhier ATershT<Y 3 Taer Taele FeAT, Y

) QTR ST 7T THA T AT FLATI

AL
(7w 4(7) =)
fafaer anfeq it @
A=, IR gl & day # [Afaer anfeq it @
F.H. | ScATEA g H T SRR EARE T faw sfa 6t @
(1) ) (3) (4)
1 25w Es % | (i) ofafeaw, fFew ar "t ge9:f | (i) afeemaw § ama w0 & $iwr 5

FfeRTe &t fAaedT e ordt F7 I,
ST T, =TT, SITHaRTET AT T ST
FA HF ATy AR w3 g
HEREEEIER ]

FeTef I Ioere F ToAF HATg & oIy a9
AT ¥

(ii) T ATE TOT F FH ALl ST TATE ATE
Y TF AT ST Tl T g

25 HEH ©WE I

(i) sfefam, Faw =7 @b g@a9ed
Ffeare it AaedT sfiT odqt #7 o,
ST T, =TT, SITHaRTET AT T ST
FA F qHATaty AR w7 )
HEREEEEA ]

(i) AfEFaw 9= AT T AT AT F
FeTfI Ioere & Y% TATg * (o0 &
AT T |

(ii) 9 AT FOA F FH TGl S UF AL
FOF TF TETS AT FHal T 5|
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HT-@. IqTe Tg & T3 Sfohar daeft stferer< & deiy § A aiea & &

w4, | " HeefT | Ieera fit THia Rl et & @
ATHIC FT &F
(1) (2) (3) 4)
1 25w @S A% | (i) ofafeaw, Few ar d@frar g&9:h | (i) sfemae d ama w0 & $imr 5

sferpTe T AeedT oY ordt 1 Ioere,
ST e, ST, IR AT gEqTae ST
F F ety AR w2
EREsEEERELY!

TETAT Ioe =T o TcdF qHTg & (o0 T
TG FT|

(ii) TF AT FIT H FH Al ST T AT
Y qF AT ST Tl g

25 HEH ©WE

(i) sfafFag, g ar "t \@e9:h
FfereTe T AaemT i ordt #T Soere,
ST fdTe, ST, SR AT ST ST
FA F qHATaty AR w7 2
HEREEEER ]

(i) srferFay 9=me AT w9F AT HET F
FeTLT IeeTo & TAF HATg & (o7 a9
AT w9

(ii) S T T F FH qGE ST UF FAS
FI qF FETS AT THhT Bl

T, G gaeft e 1 @ arer saf~ra g1 Sooree & gy ¥ fAfas anfEa it @

#.9.

e I THfa

fAfaw enfeq it o=

(1)

)

(&)

1

(i) A a7 IHFET YT FAA AT qHT HET
retha 3 arer et & Soer=e & o

(ii) 37T IeereAt & forw

(i) srferraw T=me @rg w9 i {97 F srewe
I o T F THTE F o7 a9 1 79|

(i) T a1 FTAT F FH AET ST TFH FAS TIT qF
TETE ST THT 2
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&7 1
(Frrer 3 )

1. forsraasrat #r faferfeat:-

(F) 1H:

(@) AT (%= & fom):

(T) 9 .

(o1) EHe (qrefier % form):

2. forraa =1 foEer-

(F) FfAT Ioera it qIEE, THT TAT GTHAT:

(@) Seerae w1 feawr e T+t gafea wifas Efafeat &y T g
(1) AT = qHAT | qreT;

(%) THETH T AT TH (ST T ) TG =&a207 & qr
AT oo forTTasRar IO FAT g/F<T g/Fd & o T8t Ja1 0 e §/gq

3. ORI T ATl T AT 3T GEATEA:

feroqor- St &g 7 g 3/ Fe
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I&] 2

[frr 4(1) =]
o H

IO AT T
T staqe & @b (R sk s afaf@e, 2002 F srefia S
EEERIEEERIH

... £ AT (AT Tew) F AqE, quae &7 give (e e Gfagwe) sfafhem,

2002 T HTT wevvvvvviiennnne, FAAT. I IeAHA AT AT &
2. IYLIE Joorad oTfed ok forw et Bl s o s Aem A v _ R v eafa

AT FHTLOT FATT TUTerd g o F1 T aveh faeg aude o g (e sfiw fAfagwe) sfafaas, 2002
#T &7 28 F 7efie e syfaergor & oy Si= srew i STw| Ffe et sEfd § e 39 9T 981 grar
T 1 3% st 3 stefi omr Sy wriars i STt

RIRICUIREA I PEa
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U= 3
[f=rm 4(3) 3]

T g & o Aifew
T srvae & @A (B sik R stfaf@a, 2002 $i gy 28 * sefie See|
LEERIG R
T FATAT AITSH H&AT ... ARG, HTEE it ST F6d1 2

2. ITEISTa ST o T, 930 O g T 36 For aaren difeq § AfAfase oo & o s fawg si=
F AT ATRUN AT ALTEEATALS F qHeT JAEAT 21 AT e Trar SIrar g arfes saferd &9 | a7
gfafafar & greaw T syae & gfas (Fww i B sfafaaw, 2002 i e 28 F srefi smaer
foreg e &Y T ST | sraehy ot T ST w5

3. Fq AT 9% IUTerq 7 g ol oA & STheraT f T |, It Aqutedta § STr= i Jrusil|

RIRICUIREA IR EaL
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€9 4
I fier
[ 9(3) 3]

(FTEtuTTaE AT F areer it Tl Tt &%)
3. =R AfaT & sreer Y ara:
4. =t =7 faeT;

HEH......... , SATARAT, TAZTT IO FIAT g/ FAT &/FA g (96 UL HIAd a2F HYFATE qAaq
T, FAAT 3T fosame & S| 97 211

5. TfTAT & gEare 3iY aria:
6. STt =7 ATH:

[%7. &. TH.VI-16/51/2026-@T VI (HT7T-4)]
Fdi g a1ed, 9 at=a

MINISTRY OF MINES
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 30th July, 2026

G.S.R. 686(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (m) of sub-section (2) of section 35 read with
sub-section (3) of section 28 and sub-section (2) of section 34 of the Offshore Areas Mineral (Development and

Regulation) Act, 2002 (17 of 2003), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules, namely: —

1. Short title and commencement. — (/) These rules may be called the Offshore Areas Mineral Adjudication of

Penalties Rules, 2026.

(2) These rules shall come into force on the 1* day of August, 2026.
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2. Definitions. — (/) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires, —
(a) "Act" means the Offshore Areas Mineral (Development and Regulation) Act, 2002 (17 of 2003);
(b) "adjudicating officer" means an officer appointed under sub-section (3) of section 28 of the Act;

(c) "appellant" means a person aggrieved with an order of adjudicating officer and prefers an appeal before

the appellate authority under sub-section (/) of section 34 of the Act;

(d) "appellate authority" means an officer appointed under sub-section (1) of section 34 of the Act;
(e) "form" means a form appended to these rules;

(f) “inquiry” means the inquiry referred in sub-section (3) of section 28 of the Act; and

() “Schedule” means the schedule annexed to these rules.

(2) The words and expressions used in these rules and not defined, but defined in the Act, shall have the same

meanings respectively assigned to them in the Act.

3. Complaint. — A gazetted officer authorised by the Central Government may file a complaint in Form 1, through
electronic form or speed post with registration and proof of delivery or by hand, to the adjudicating officer regarding
any contravention or failure under sub-section (/) of section 28 of the Act within a period of three years from date of

such contravention or failure.

Explanation. - For the purposes of this rule, clause (b) of sub-rule (77) of rule 4 and rule 11 “electronic form” shall
have the same meaning as assigned to it in clause (r) of sub-rule (1) of section 2 of the Information Technology Act,

2000 (21 of 2000).

4. Holding of inquiry. — (/) On receipt of any complaint under rule 3, the adjudicating officer shall, issue a notice in
Form 2 to the person alleged to have been committed the contravention or failure, requiring him to show cause, within
such period as may be specified in the notice (being not less than fifteen days from the date of service thereof), as to

why an inquiry should not be held against him.

(2) Every notice under sub-rule (/) shall indicate the nature of contravention or failure alleged to have been committed

by him.

(3) On receipt of the reply submitted by such person, if the adjudicating officer is of the opinion that an inquiry should
be held, he shall issue a notice in Form 3 requiring the appearance of the person proceeded against and such other
persons as may be necessary personally or through a representative duly authorised by him on such date as may be

fixed in the notice:
Provided that the appearance shall be allowed through video conference.

(4) On the date fixed for hearing, the adjudicating officer shall explain to the person proceeded against or his

authorised representative, the contravention or failure alleged to have committed by him and the provision of the Act.

(5) The adjudicating officer shall give an opportunity to such person and other necessary persons to produce
documents or evidence as he may consider relevant to the inquiry and if necessary, the hearing may be adjourned to a
future date (not later than fifteen days from the first date and up to a maximum of three dates) and while taking such
evidence the adjudicating officer shall not be bound to observe the provisions of the Bhartiya Sakshya Adhiniyam,

2023 (47 of 2023).



12 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART II—SEC. 3(i)]

(6) On the date fixed for hearing and after giving a reasonable opportunity of being heard to the person concerned, if
any person fails, neglects or refuses to appear before the adjudicating officer, he may proceed with the inquiry in the

absence of such person after recording the reasons for doing so.

(7) If the adjudicating officer, upon consideration of the evidence produced before him, is satisfied that the person has
committed the contravention or the failure, he shall, having regard to the factors specified in rule 6, by order in

writing, impose civil penalty as specified in the Schedule.

(8) Every order made under sub-rule (7) shall specify the provisions of the Act, rules made thereunder or the terms
and conditions of operating rights, in respect of which contravention or failure has been committed and shall specify

the reasons for imposing the penalty.

(9) A copy of the order made under this rule and all other copies of proceedings shall be supplied free of cost to the

complainant and the person against whom the inquiry was held.

(10) The adjudicating officer shall complete the proceeding within six months from the issuance of the notice to the

person against whom the inquiry was held.

(11) A notice or an order issued under these rules shall be served on the person against whom an inquiry is held, in

any of the following manner, namely: —
(a) by delivering or tendering it to that person or his authorised representative; or

(b) by sending it to the person through electronic form or by speed post with registration and proof of
delivery to the address of his place of residence or his last known place of residence or the place where he

carried on or last carried on, business or personally works or last worked for gain; or

(c) if it cannot be served in the manner specified under clauses (a) or (b), by affixing it on the outer door or
some other conspicuous part of the premises in which that person resides or is known to have last resided or

carried on business or personally works or has worked for gain.

5. Factors to be considered while determining quantum of penalty. — The adjudicating officer, while adjudicating

the quantum of penalty, shall have due regard to all or any of the following factors, namely: —

(a) quantum of deviation or contravention from the standard provided under the rules or terms and conditions

of the operating right;

(b) undue gain or benefit derived out of contravention and its amount, wherever quantifiable;
(¢) repetitive nature or frequency of the contravention;

(d) duration of contravention;

(e) past compliance record of the person proceeded against;

(f) whether the contravention is procedural, technical or substantive;

(g) whether the contravention was promptly rectified;

() whether the contravention could lead to any environmental damage, safety risk, public loss or financial

loss to the Government;

(7) condonation of delay due to downtime or technical failure of Government portals; or
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(7) any other relevant factor.

6. Summary disposal. — (/) Notwithstanding anything contained in rule 4, no inquiry shall be initiated or continued
against a person in respect of a contravention or failure under section 28 of the Act, if such person makes payment of
the minimum amount specified in the Schedule and rectify the contravention of the rules or terms and conditions of

the operating right, either before initiation or during any stage of inquiry under rule 4:

Provided that the provisions of this rule shall not be applicable if a person commits contravention of the same

rule or terms and conditions of the operating right for more than three times within a period of five years.
Explanation. — For the purpose of this sub-rule, “minimum amount specified in the Schedule” shall mean, —

(a) in case of contravention of rules or terms and conditions of operating right which specify time period of
submission of report or information, aggregate of the amount specified in the Schedule for each week till

continuation of such contravention;

(b) in case of other contravention, the minimum amount specified in the range of amount specified in the

Schedule.

(2) For the purpose of sub-rule (/), the person who has made a contravention shall file an application to the

adjudicating officer in the form of an affidavit specifying the —

(a) details of contravention for which the application is being filed along with notice received regarding the

contravention, if any;

(b) details of subsequent rectification of the contravention along with a copy of document in support of the

same; and
(c) undertaking to deposit the amount under sub-rule (7).

(3) The adjudicating authority shall within fifteen days of the receipt of the application under sub-rule (2), intimate the

applicant to deposit the amount under sub-rule (/).

(4) The applicant shall deposit the amount within fifteen days of the intimation under sub-rule (3) and on verification
of deposit of amount, the adjudicating officer shall issue a closure order within seven days and no inquiry shall be

initiated or continued against a person in respect of said contravention.

7. Transfer of complaint. — (/) If the adjudicating officer is of the view or it is made to appear that he does not have
authority to entertain the complaint, he shall transfer it to the adjudicating officer concerned within fifteen days of the

receipt of such complaint made to him, after reasons to be recorded in writing, under intimation to the complainant.

(2) The adjudicating officer to whom such case is transferred shall proceed with the inquiry from the stage it is

transferred to him.

8. Appeal. — (/) Any person aggrieved by an order passed by the adjudicating officer, may file an appeal to the
appellate authority in Form 4 within 30 days from the date of receipt of the order against which the appeal is filed.

(2) No appeal shall be entertained unless the appellant has deposited with the appellate authority ten per cent. of the

amount of penalty imposed by the adjudicating officer.

(3) The appeal shall be accompanied by a copy of order of adjudicating officer and a statement of facts appealed

against, the grounds for appeal and the relevant section of the Act.
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(4) The appeal may be filed by the appellant in person or by his representative duly authorised in writing, or speed

post with registration and proof of delivery or through electronic means.
(5) The appeal sent shall be deemed to have been filed to the appellate authority on the day it is received.

(6) If on scrutiny, the appeal is found to be in order, it shall be admitted and in case the appeal is found to be defective,
the appellate authority shall intimate the appellant about the defects and allow him to rectify the defects within fifteen
days and if the appellant fails to rectify such defects within the time period, the appellate authority may by order and
for reasons to be recorded in writing, decline to register such appeal and communicate such refusal to the appellant

within a period of seven days thereof.

(7) On admission of the appeal, the appellate authority shall serve a copy of appeal to respondent along with a notice
requiring him to file his reply thereto, within such period, not exceeding thirty days, as may be stipulated by the

appellate authority in the said notice.

(8) The notice may be served by hand or by speed post with registration and proof of delivery or through electronic

means.
(9) The appellate authority may call for the records relating to the proceedings from the adjudicating officer.

(10) The appellate authority shall, after giving the parties to the appeal an opportunity of being heard, pass a reasoned

order.
(11) The appellate authority shall dispose of the appeal within sixty days from the date of appeal.

(12) In case of reduction or setting aside of the penalty, any excess amount deposited under sub-rule (2) shall be

refunded within sixty days of the order of appellate authority.

9. Extension of time. —The adjudicating officer or the appellate authority may, for reasons to be recorded in writing,
where there is a reasonable cause for the delay or failure to act or evidence of downtime or technical failure of
Government portals, extend any period specified in these rules for filing of complaint, appeal or other related

documents till such period as he considers reasonable, subject to maximum ninety days.

10. Order and deposit of penalties. — (/) Every order under these rules, shall be dated, signed and communicated to

all the parties.
(2) All sums realised by way of penalties under these rules shall be credited to the Consolidated Fund of India.

11. Online electronic facility. — The Central Government shall carry out the purposes of, and enforce compliance

with, these rules through electronic form, including the following, namely: —
(a) issuance of notice and other communications;
(b) submission or filing of complaint, application, reply, appeal and such other document;
(¢) conduct of virtual hearing by adjudicating officer and appellate authority;
(d) display of status of the cases before the adjudicating officer and appellate authority;
(e) uploading of orders of adjudicating officer and appellate authority; and

(f) payment of penalty and other amounts.
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Part-A. Amount of civil penalty in respect of production lease

Schedule
(See rule 4 (7))

Amount of civil penalty

S. Area of Nature of contravention Amount of civil penalty
No. production
lease
@ 2 (&) “
1. | Upto 25 | (i) For contraventions of Act, rules | (i) ten lakh rupees for each week of
standard blocks. | or terms and conditions of the | contravention, subject to maximum
operating right which specify time | of thirty lakh rupees.
period of submission of report,
data, information or document. (ii) not less than ten lakh rupees
(if) For other contraventions. which may extend to fifty lakh
rupees.
2. |more than 25 | (i) For contraventions of rules or | (i) ten lakh rupees for each week of
standard blocks. | terms and conditions of the | contravention, subject to maximum
operating right which specify time | of fifty lakh rupees.
period of submission of report,
data, information or document (if) not less than twenty lakh
(if) For other contraventions rupees which may extend to one
Crore rupees.
Part-B. Amount of civil penalty in respect of operating right other than production lease
S.No. | Area of | Nature of contravention Amount of civil penalty
operating right
@ 2 3 “
1. Upto 25 standard | (/) For contraventions of rules or terms | (/) ten lakh rupees for each week of
blocks. and conditions of the operating right | contravention, subject to maximum of
which specify time period of submission | thirty lakh rupees.
of report, data, information or document.
(if) For other contraventions. (if) not less than ten lakh rupees which
may extend to fifty lakh rupees.
2. more than 25 | (/) For contraventions of rules or terms | () ten lakh rupees for each week of
standard blocks. | and conditions of the operating right | contravention, subject to maximum of

which specify time period of submission
of report, data, information or document.
(if) For other contraventions.

fifty lakh rupees.

(ii) not less than twenty lakh rupees which
may extend to one crore rupees.
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Part-C. Amount of civil penalty in respect contravention of rules by the persons not holding an operating right

SI. No. Nature of contravention Amount of civil penalty
@ 2 (€)
1. (7) For contraventions of rules which specify time | (7) ten lakh rupees for each week of contravention,
period of submission of report or information subject to maximum of fifty lakh rupees.
(ii) For other contraventions (i) not less than twenty lakh rupees which may
extend to one crore rupees.
Form 1
(See rule 3)
To,

The Adjudicating Officer

1. Particular of complainant: -

(a) Name:

(b) Address for service:

(c) Contact No.

(d) Email (for service):

2. Particulars of complaint: -

(a) Date, time and instance of commission of alleged contravention:

(b) Statement of contravention setting out all relevant material particulars:

(¢) Evidence in support of the statement:

(d) Tentative amount of damage (in pecuniary terms) with cost break-up.

knowledge.

3. Name and signature of the complainant:

Note- Strike out whichever is not applicable.

.............. herein declare that the facts stated herein are correct to the best of my/our
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Form 2

[See rule 4 (1)]

Show cause notice

Subject: — Contravention of the Offshore Areas Mineral (Development and Regulation) Act, 2002.
Sir/Madam,

As per intimation ........ dated (copy enclosed), a contravention has been committed under
.................. section of the Offshore Areas Mineral (Development and Regulation) Act, 2002 at

2. The above contravention is liable for penalty. Therefore, you are required to show cause within a period of
................ days of service of this notice, why an inquiry should not be initiated against you under section 28 of the
Offshore Areas Mineral (Development and Regulation) Act, 2002 for imposition of penalty. In case, no reply is
received within the given period, further action shall be taken under the said Act.

Adjudicating officer

Date and place ......................
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Form 3

[See rule 4 (3)]

Notice for appearance

Subject:— Contravention under section 28 of the Offshore Areas Mineral (Development and Regulation) Act,
2002.

Sir/Madam,

Show cause notice number .... dated .... may be referred to.
2. After preliminary examination, I am of the opinion that enquiry should be held against you for the contravention
specified in the said show cause notice. Therefore, you are required to appear before the undersigned personally or
through representative on dated...... , for inquiry initiated against you under section 28 of the Offshore Areas Mineral

(Development and Regulation) Act, 2002.

3. In case of failure to appear on the given date, inquiry will be conducted in your absence.

Adjudicating officer

Date and place ......................
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Form 4
Appeal
[See rule 8 (1)]
To

Appellate Authority,

1. Particulars of appellant:

(i) Name:

(i1) Address for correspondence:

(iii) Contact Number:

(iv) Email:
2. Grounds of appeal:

(A copy of order of adjudicating officer to be enclosed)
3. Date of order of the adjudicating officer:

4. Statement of facts:

I/'We......... , the appellant hereby declare that the facts stated herein above are correct to the best of my/our

knowledge, information and belief.
5. Signature of appellant and date:

6. Name of appellant:

[F. No. M.VI-16/51/2026-Mines VI (Part-4)]
KULVEER SINGH YADAYV, Jt. Secy.

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi- 110064

and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. S




