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SPEAKER DROPS
PARRIKAR
FROM PAC

Panaji, Oct. 7: In a late
evening development,
Leader of the
Opposition in Goa
Assembly Manohar
Parrikar (BJP) was
replaced ‘as the chair-
man of the Public
Aeccounts - Committee -
(PAC) hours-ffers hes
e ql‘l{%t ﬁf}ﬁred’ (83200 the
Speaker’s action of not
tabling the panel’s
report on liiegal min-

ing.

BJP MLA Vijay Pai-
Khot will be the new
PAC chief.

The PAC, headed by
Mr Parrikar, had sub-
mitted a detailed report
on Rs 4,000-crore illegal
mining rackets, but
Speaker Pratapsingh
Rane refused to table it.

The Congress MLAs
on the PAC had ques-
tioned  the report.
Three Congress mem-
bers — Agnelo
Fernandes, Victoria
Fernandes and Francis
Silveira — refused to
sign it. .

Another -'PAC mem-
ber, MGP legislator
Dipak Dhavalikar too
objected to the report.
MGP is a coalition part-

. ner in the Congress-led
state government. Mr
Parrikar submitted the
report to Speaker Rane
during the session.

Mr - Rane, however,
withheld it, pointing
out the objections by
majority Congress
members. The session
ended on Friday.

The Speaker said that
he would have to
analyse the report
before tabling it. - ‘

Mr Khot represents

~ Canacona constituen-

.oy : ,
Other BJP members
from the existing PAC
— Damodar Naik and
Fransis D’Souza — too.
have been replaced.
—PTI
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Sesa Goa sales dip 14.84% in Jul-Sep

Vedanta Group firm Sesa Gna on Friday renorted 2 14.84
per cent year-on-year decline in sales of iron ore to 1.05
million tonnes during the quarter ended September 30,
2011. The company had reported sales of 1.82 million
tonnes during the corresponding quarter last fiscal.
However, it managed to achieve higher sales realisation -
from Karnataka during the quarter, at 0.71 million

tonnes, vis-a-vis 0.45 million tonnes of iron ore sales in Q2
of FY'11, Sesa Goa said in a statement. ' PT1
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Row over Goa mining report

GOA Speaker Pratapsingh.Rane
on Friday refused to.table in the
assembly the Public Accounts
Committee (PAQ) report onille-
gal mining, saying the “major-
ity members of the committee
had said they have not read the
report and not signed it”.

The report, which exposed
the ¥4,000-crore illegal mining
scam, allegedly points fingers
at chief minister Digambar
Kamat and his government.

PAC chief Manohar Parrikar
alleged that the Speaker was

“in league with the govern-

ment” and stalled the report
because “he is trying to pro-

tect someone”.

He said the Speaker had no
right to stop the report from
being tabled as it was the prop-
erty of the House. “It has to be
decided by the House whether
to accept or reject it,” he said.

Rane, however, said since
members did not want the
report tabled, he would take it
to analyse it. His decision led
angry Opposition members to
stage a walkout. -

Parrikar later said the Speaker
had committed a breach of
privilege by terming the final

PAC report a draft report.

Shweta Kamat in Panaji
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= Agarwal: jolt?

SESA GOA SALES
DOWN 14.8% IN
JUL-SEP QUARTER

NEW DELHI: Anil Agarwal-led
Vedanta Group firm Sesa
Goa on Friday reported a
14.8% year-on-year decline
in sales of iron ore to 1.5
million tonnes during the
quarter ended September
30, 2011. The company had
reported sales of 1.82 mil-
lion tonnes during the cor-
responding quarter last
fiscal.

PTI
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Parikkar Removed as PAC
‘Chief After Controversy

Speaker refuses to place
report in House saying
majority panel members
have opposed it

QURPOLITICAL BUREAU

PANAJI

Goa’s Opposition leader Manohar
Parrikar was replaced as the
chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee by his party colleague
Vijay Pai-Khot, hours after he
questioned the Speaker's action
of nottablingthepanel'sreporton
illegal mining.

Parrikar-headed PAC had sub-

mitted a detailed report on ¥4,000-

crore illegal mining rackets, but
Speaker Pratapsingh Rane re-
fusedtotableit.

The Congress MLAs on the PAC,
Agnelo Fernandes, Victoria Fer-
nandes and Francis Silveiraques-
tioned the report and refused to
sign the report. Another PAC
member, Maharashtrawadi Go-
mantak Party’s Dipak Dhavali-
kar, too objected to the report.
MGP is a coalition partner in the
Congress-led state government.

Parrikar submitted the report to
Speaker Rane though it did not
havethesignature of 4outof the?

members in the committee, al-
most in a repeat show of what his
senior party colleague MM Joshi
did at the Centre on the 2G scam
report. Speaker Rane, however,
withheld the report, pointing out
the objections by majority mem-

~ bers. The session ended Friday:

Khot represents Canacona con-

. stituency. Other BJP members

from the existing PAC, Damodar
Naik and Fransis D'Souza, too

“havebeenreplaced.

Parrikar earlier maintained
that it was not within the powers

FILE PHOTO

of the Speaker to hold back there-
port. Rane retorted to this saying,
“If youwant to talk about it. come
tomy chamber.”

Opposition members staged a
walkout in protest in the House.
After BJP legislators left, Rane
told the House that a majority of
the PAC members had raised an
objection over the report. “WhenI
have received letters from the
committee members saying they
havenotseen or signed thereport,
it's my duty to scrutinise the re-
port,” hesaid.
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»»»»» « Crisis in Kalane, Sindhudurg

Mahalrashtra
-going the Goa,
‘Bellaryway

Mining firms encroach on plots of
villagers; officials turn a blind eye
Alok Deshpande = MumBAl

Maharashtra is in danger of facing a grave ecologi-
cal disaster sooner than later. With mines in Goain
the eye of a storm and likely to face closure follow-
ing revelations of rampant illegal mining in the state;
companies have now set their eyes on Sindhudurg
in Maharashtra to carry out illegal mining.

The Kalane mine in Sindhudurg is a glaring
example of how companies 'grab’ land from poor
villagers in the'name of business. On his visit to
Kalane, this correspondent

* found that the mine has
encroached on lands of
farmers who had refused
to sell their plots for min-
ing purposes.

The state government
had granted mining lease
for over 32 acres of land in ~
Kalane — situated in the
Sawantwadi-Dodamarg
zone. The region has the
thickest forest cover in Sind-
hudurg district. Subsequent

The Goa assembly's
public accounts
committee probing

the Rs3,500 crore )
illegal mining industry
cited a nexus between
politicians and -
officials for the scam.

The PAC did not name
Goa’s CM Digambar
Kamat, who has been:

protests by people and their
refusal to sell their plots
meant that only 19 hectares

holding the mining
portfolio for the last
12 years, in its report.

Two ministers who
have been accused of
the scam donotfinda
mention either. p11

came under actual mining.

But Minerals and Metals,
the company which holds
the lease for the Kalane
mine, encroached on six to
seven acres of land in the past year desplte protests
by villagers:

"The company has chosen a simple strategy, The

* silt from the mine is dumped on the adjacent land.

Once that is done, the land becomes the company's

property. It has been using this method for almost -

ayear now and expanding the mining area," said Ra-
makant Desai, a villager.

@Turntop6 -
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/Maharashtra hotbecl of

land-grab for mining

From pl

He even had a copy of a let-
ter from the district collec-
tor, saying that the admin-
istration will ensure that
encroachment of land will
not take place in future, But
now there is no assurance
of even getting the en-

- croached land back, said

v d

- Desai. The government offi-

cials paid heed to the com-
plaints of the villagers only
after they went on a fast to
protest against the en-
croachment of land. The
collector in February issued
an order to measure the

land. This correspondent

was denied entry into the
mine by security guards and
not allowed to meet the
company’s representatives.

Vice-president of the Ma-
harashtra Pradesh Congress
Committee Rohidas Patil’s
son Vinayak is a stakeholder
in Kalane mines. “It is true
that the collector came and
measured the land, but we
had convinced the farmers to
allow us to use their lands,”
said Vinayak. However, three
families of farmers whose
land has been snatched told
DNA that they did not give
permission to Patil to use
their plots.

“No action has been tak-
en against the guilty. We
were only told that such
things will not happen in
the future. Are we supposed
to remain silent and face
this dictatorship?” asked
Sampada Desai, Kalane /
sarpanch.
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+ Vedanta firms reporta

Mining ban hits Sesa G

Qur Bureau
Mumbai, Oct 7

Vedanta Group companies
Hindustan Zinc, Sesa Goaand
Sterlite Industries: have re-
corded a mixed trend‘in pro-
duction during the second
quarter this fiscal, -

Hit by the iron ore mining
ban in Karnataka, Sesa Goa

reported its production had

more than halved in the Sep-
tember quarter to-1.12 million
tonnes (mt) against 2.88 mt in
the same period last year,
Sales dropped 15 per cent to
1.55 mt' (1.82 mt).

On August 26, the Supreme
Courtbanned iron ore mining
and allowed sale of inventory
by an appointed agency
through e-auction, The com-
pany’siron ore sales in Karna-
taka were higher at 071 mt
(045 mt) in the September
quarter, while in Goa it was

down 10 per cent at 0,83 mt

(0.92 mt). Sales outpaced pro-
duction due to the planned
cut in inventories, Sesa Goa
said in a press release on
Friday. )

HIND ZINC PRODUCES MORE

Refined zinc output was five .

per cent higher at Hindustan
‘Zinc in the September quar-
‘ter, " at = 185,000 - tonnes
(176,000 tonnes), on the back

of improved operations at its
hydro smelters,

Mined metal production
was higher by two per cent at
210,000 tonnes, as normal

" production - commenced at

Rampura Agucha in Rajas-
than after it was shut down
for maintenance in Q1.
Refined lead production
improved six per cent to
17,000 tonnes (16,000 tonnes)

after the new 100,000 tonnes "
_per annum Dariba lead smelt-

er went on stream during the

quarter. The company’s an-
nual lead production capacity
stands revised at 185,000
tonnes.

Silver production rose 12
per- cent to 49,000 tonnes
(44,000 tonnes) mainly due
to improved silver content in
the mined ore, said the com-

pany. The output is expected .

to touch 500 tonnes by the
end of this year with the com-
missioning of a silver refinery
and production ramp-up to 2
mtpa at its Sindesar Khurd

(SK) mine in Rajasthan.

COPPER QUTPUT UP 28%

Copper cathode production
at Sterlite Industries’ Tutico-
rin plant was 28 per cent
higher at 87,000 tonnés,

largely due to a drop in pro-

duction the previous year
during a bi-annual mainte-
nance shutdown. )
Mined metal proditction at
the -company’s Australian
subsidiary was down 29 per
cent at 5,000 tonnes in Q2.

front

uction up

The company expects to com-
mission the first unit of a 160- .
MW captive power plant at
Tuticorin in the March quar-_
ter this fiscal.

ALUMINIUM DOWN8%

Balco’s aluminium produc-
tion was down 8 per cent at
60,000'tonnes in Q2. The cost
of aluminium produetion has -
risen substantially due - to
higher coal prices, the com-
pany said. The first of four
300-MW captive units is ex-
pected to be synchronised in
the third quarter of this fiscal. -

POWER SALE IMPROVES
The company hassold 1,748 .
million .- units (463 .million
units) of power in Q2 mainly
due to the new 2,400-MW
power plant at Jharsuguda in
Orissa. However, coal suppli-
es to Jharsuguda were adver-
sely affected dué to heavy
rainfall inthe coal belt, affect- -
ing the rated capacity, the
company said, The third unit
of 600 MW at Jharsugudais
expected to be commissioned
in the December quarter.
Shares of Sterlite Industri-
es jumped nine percent to Rs -
113, Sesa Goa upsix per cent at
Rs 204, and Hindustan Zine
rose four per centto Rs 118 on -
Friday.





